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KLR Trio to join CIM Orchestra for
Beethoven's Triple Concerto at Severance Hall

by Daniel Hathaway

Now that two-thirds of the celebrated Kalichstein Laredo 
Robinson Piano Trio are in residence at the Cleveland Institute 
of Music, there are more opportunities to enjoy hearing them 
perform locally. On Wednesday, April 17 at 8 pm, the KLR 
Trio will join Carl Topilow and the CIM Orchestra in 
Beethoven's Triple Concerto -
mance at Severance Hall this season.

Last year before the Trio appeared on the Mixon Masters Se-
ries, we enjoyed the opportunity of speaking to pianist Joseph 
Kalichstein about the group's long history, which began with a 
gig at an inauguration reception for President Jimmy Carter 

here). This time, we reached violinist Jaime 
Laredo and his wife, cellist Sharon Robinson for a joint conversation at their home in 
Shaker Heights — just as a contractor was leaving.

“We bought this gorgeous, gorgeous old house that we love,” Laredo said, “but there are 
a million things going wrong all the time.” “A boat would be worse,” Robinson sighed. 
“We're three doors down from where George Szell used to live,” Laredo continued. “The 

Before moving to Cleveland, Laredo and Robertson were on the faculty of the Jacobs 
School of Music at Indiana University. The move from Bloomington has reminded them 
of the positive features Cleveland has to offer. “I love the school,” Laredo said, “I love 
my colleagues and I have to say I love Cleveland. It has so many things going for it.” 
“No. 1,” says Robinson, “is the Cleveland Orchestra.” No argument there from Jaime 
Laredo. “It's staggering how they play everything like chamber music; everybody 
watches and listens to each other.”

The move to Cleveland has also put Sharon Robinson closer to her cellist brother, Keith 

Robinson in the Miami String Quartet. In fact, the KLR Trio and the Miami Quartet got 

“Sharon's whole family are musical”, Laredo said. “Her older brother is principal bass in 



Philadelphia and teaches at Curtis, her two sisters are both violinists and her parents 
played in the Houston Symphony under Stokowski. I on the other hand am the black 
sheep in my family, though my parents were great music lovers. My father knew a lot 

How did Laredo and Robinson meet? Playing a concert, naturally, on Leon Fleischer's 
chamber music series in Washington D.C. when Robinson was at Peabody. “Sharon was 
still a student, but I realized what an amazing talent she was and suggested that the Marl-
boro Festival would allow her to blossom. She did go a couple of years later and we 

One of the things that attracted Sharon Robinson to CIM was the possibility of starting an 
advanced piano trio program in Cleveland, something that wasn't in the culture at IU. 

-

success. “We auditioned pre-formed groups. It's always better when people have worked 

Mendelssohn and Dvorak. The students play a lot both in outreach concerts and a gala 
performance at the end of each semester. The next one is on April 23.” In addition to 

and guest coaches do special seminars from time to time.

Jaime Laredo is taken with the results. “The December concert was pretty amazing. I 
couldn't get over the level of focus and passion the kids put into it. They were really play-
ing like a group in a short time.” Sharon Robinson notes that the primary goal with 
Beethoven was to get the trios to respect what was in the score. “He put down everything 
he wanted and if you can do that, you're way ahead of the game. For Dvorak and 
Mendelssohn, it's important to try to vary the expression, something the ensembles 
haven't done so much as a group before.”

Students will learn a lot from watching the KLR Trio in action with the Beethoven Triple, 
which presents the additional challenge of playing with an orchestra. “Maybe half of the 
kids in the orchestra have never heard the piece and the other half have never played it,” 
Laredo says. “They're used to watching a conductor, but now they'll have to watch and 
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